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7. For these reasons, it is claimed that such an integrated service must offer
to patients a better service than that which can be given in a hospital for
chronic diseases. In the hospital for the chronic sick both staff and patients
are isolated from the more academic -atmosphere of the general hospital.
Under such conditions indolence is liable to develop from lack of facilities
which exist in the general hospital, but which are too costly to justify dupli-
cation.
8. Finally, it is obvious that interest in and development of the L.S.A. is
essential to the well-being of the geriatric unit. It is equally true that as the
geriatric unit will inevitably need vacancies in the residential homes, it is
important that the unit seeks a very close liaison with such homes.
REVIEW
AIDS TO ORTHOPIEDICS FOR NURSES. By Bertha E. Waller, S.R.N.,
S.C.M. Second Edition.
THE appearance of the second edition, written three years after the publication of the first edition,
stresses the need for text-books on orthopedic nursing. The additional diagrams and photographs
will be much appreciated by all who use the book. There are still some old-fashioned treatments
described in detail, and in parts the actual wording of the sentence makes it very difficult to
understand quite what the author means.
Sufficient stress is not laid on the care to be exercised in exposing patients suffering from
tuberculosis to the sun; on the importance of seeing that the pelvis is level in the application
of a frame for a T.B. spine or hip; on the routine "blockin'g" of all recumbent patients to assist
drainage of the pelvis of the kidneys.
Splinting of cases of anterior poliomyelitis depends very much on the wishes of each individual
surgeon. In a large series of cases during the summer and early autumn of 1947 I did not see
one nursed in a plaster bed.
In describing the application of extensions a slight omission must have occurred, as the text
reads that the cotton open-wove bandage, used to help to keep the extensions in position, is put
on from within-out to prevent knock-knees. As it is merely around the limb and not around the
frame as well, it cannot possibly do that. On the same page (p. 87) the head of the bed has
been raised on blocks to provide counter-extension. It should, of course, be the foot.
The chapter on Deformities, with the very good photographs of the different types of plasters
used in the treatment of congenital dislocation of the hip is particularly clear, and any student
of orthopedic nursing should not have any doubts as to the treatments at the surgeon's disposal
for the various types of deform%,v commony met.
The chapter on the treatment of fractures will be of special interest to the nurse in a purely
orthopedic hospital, as she sees few fractures, but is very liable to be questioned about them
in her orthopedic examination.
The chapter on physiotherapy will do much towards helping the nurse to understand the reasons
for the treatments ordered, and actively to assist in restoring to full function by encouraging
the patient to perform the exercises they have been taught by their physiotherapist.
The important points in plaster technique are well set out, and anyone reading the chapter
will have little excuse for failing to look after a plaster properly. B. B.